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Pro detailing tips

for the ultimate show-car shine

BY DREW HARDIN

PHOTOGRAPHY
BY THE AUTHOR

ow contemed am you aboel pour
Convette™s books? ks a frip to Hhe drive-
thiomgh car wash every few monghs good
enough? O do you obsess ower things sich a8
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Rimy swirl marks s your paind, or geiting just the
right ameent of ghss oo your tm? I you fall
intn the latler group, then you've come [ the
right place. Ower the nest few pages, we'se going
ko show you soene professional-level cleaning
and detailing Ups thal will make your Vet
gleam. Better still, thise bechniques cam be pér-
formned i your cieivermcay with just a few simple
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tools and a handiul of cér-can: products.

The first step in properly caning for painted
automotive sulsces i 1 make sum they're
clean. But did you know these's a difference
hebwegn washing and chaning your car?
Acconding to Mike Pennington, who heads
traleing aad consumeér redations for the car-car
specialists at Meguiar's, washing-that job done
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The fest step In carlng v your car's
padaf fs ta remove any leose dirt with a
thoromgh wash, Always 1se 4 soap thal's
been formulated for sutametive fniahes,
such as the Megular's Gold Clags Car
Wash shown here, 4

wlh & hosé, bucksts, and soap—emowes. dirl
and other lodss coskaminants from o top of the
paist. Claaming, on the other hand, addresses
contaminants that ae bonded bo the paint—sech
a5 trea s3p, hasd-waber diposits, or offer emi-
mameantal Rlsul—as well as swids, soralches,
tadation, and stains,

Peanington offered these fips for getting the
best resulf irom your washe Alwarys. wash your car
in the shade when the metal-er, fiberglass~is
ool io the fouch. Hose off the car first to loosen
the dir, then use a high-quality wash mitt to
apply soapy water, A premium mili-whither it's
cotion, synthetic, or microfiber-has plenty of nap
fhat will protect the peint fom being serabched
by dirt thie mitt picks up. And sways use a ssap
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dnvest i & high-quality wash mitt made from cotton, synthetic materdal, or microfiber,
Meguiar's Microfiber Wash Mitt i3 scradchree and has a thick nag that will pick wp dirt

and keep It sway from the paind,

After rinsimg the wash off of the car with high proseurs, ose a low-pressure stream We
this as a final dnge, Water will shoot off the car's surface, making # much easier to dry.

that's designed for automotive paint: houssbnld
soaps and deterpents are fo0 harsh for your
car's finish,

Meguiar's recommends washing your car
g ihe two-bucksl method. Rl one Bucked
with waber and soap, the other with plain wiler,
After scaking the mil in Be soapy water and
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wiping the car, rinse i in B plain-water bucked,
Thaat way, dirf picked up by S mitt is 128 in the
e bucked and won't contaminate the soap
buchot, reducisg the sk of Shal very same dirf
Eeing wiped hack on the car,

When it’s time bo rinsa, Basa off the car using
high-pressun water, thes do a find risse with a

MAY 2008 19



The Sh Tal

ining
liwsr-pressure siream., You'l be amared ot how the
water sheets off the car sad how much quicker
and easier it ks to dry.,

As with the wash mitt, use & high-guality
towel tn dey the car, preferably 3 microfiber
drying towel. Todey's microfiber technology has
advanced to the point whene these toweks are
far more absorbend than yestesday's cotiom of

Don’t forgot aneas such &5 the doodjambs, inside e trunk Od, amd imeer the hood when

femy cloth, which speads up the deing prcess
considerably.

Once your car ks cesn and dry, if's G fo
evaluate the paiat o deteming your et slap,
Mowe the car inside to 3 bright, well-it 2rea and
check the paint for trouble spots. Duning the
evaluation process, “you're koking for abive-
the-sertace contaminznts like overspeay or trea
5ap, and belmw-the-surface problems like seirks,
seratches, etching, and cxidation,” Penningion
s3ys. Look chosely at the paint, and also run

drying off yoor car, Dherwise, the water frapped in these areas will eventually dritdle

out and leave water spots,

your hand ower the car bo desl how ssooth it
is. A rough fel is & belltale sipn that e e
bonded conkaminants on the finish that nead ks
ba taken off.

These contaminants can be rmoved using
a clay har, Pensingbon offers these claging tips:
Hiways lubricate the surface pror to ubbing it
with the clay, This will make the bar glide acmss
the suface and peevent scesfches. W's o
8 pood idea o tear the bar inbo small pieces
bediore: using it That way, should you deop the
piece, you can thiow it away wilhout wasting
the entire bar. Knead the bar every 5o ofien [
keep s surface fresh, IF the bar gets dank, or
you can 562 particles in the clay, &' fime bo use
& néw plece

Below-the-surface contaminants require a
diflerent approach, one that will actually teke 3
Bzl paint off the car n ondeer to get down to the
affecied area. Corventional rubbing and polish-
ing compounds ane Gyacally too abrashe for
inday’s finishes and may actually Sinflict more
damage than they fo,” according bo Pennington.
Iestisad, use @ mikl Swirl semover o Chear-coal-
safe paint cheaner to treat those arneas,

These products wseally can be applied by
hand or by wsing an orbital, dual action (DA), or
rofary polksher, Hand application ks safest, since
there's itthe to no dsk of damaging the: paind by
rubbing through too many byers. This nethod ks
the most Hme corsuming, however, and equires
more physical etior.

Once the car is clean, it's tima fo move it info 2 wolliit area fo ovalnade s suface, Don't use just yoor ayes; run pour fands over
the paint to feel for imperfections. ¥ the surface Is mol glass-smaoth, there's envirenmendal fallaut that meeds fo be removed.
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Megular's
recemtly
refermaanad
ScrafchX so

havmd o with

& dual-action
(DA) polisher,
Lige mignalt
ber fowels fo
wipe off the
Servehd atler
ils appivcation.

Trg sap, hardwater deposiis, and ofther above-the-sunface contaminands can be
removed wsing @ clay har. Make sure to lubricate the suwface bafore rubbing it with the
b, Thougt its typically msed as a befweenwashas cleanar, Megular's Quik Detaifer
affees enough lubvdcily to be msod with the clay,

Balow-the-surface Imperfections, such as swirl marks, can be eiminated psing a
cleamer,/swirkremover e Megular's ScratehX, Unlke some conventional compoonds,
Scratch s safe fo vse on any automodive paind and clesrcoad, thanks fo its “diminigh.
ing abragive technology. " Developed by Meguiar's, these abrashe particles pet smaller
and smafler &5 you work them info the paind.

www._ vattewab,.com

A mackine applicaton il do e job quicker,
though & ingapenanced operator could bum
Ehrough the painl il he or she doesn't keow how
ko properly oparabe the machiss, (This is espe-
cially true when wsing a high-speed rotary unit.)
Tha secrat bo wsing & maching applicator, says
Fenningbos, is bo work 3 faidy small sachios
of e body—abaut a 2-foot-square arsa—with
overlapping stoobes. Then methodically work
your way arcund Ehe car,

Whes working by hand, or using an orbital
or chal-action polisher, how many applications
shoukd you plan b5 wse? “Do it bl you're
hapgry,” Pennington says. “fou may need more
than ane. But if you're nod getiing e results
you wanl after two or fees applications, you
mzy need the belp of 2 professional.”

Once the painted surfaces are free of
defiects, you can choose to polish the: palst or
move on 1o 3 probectant step. Polish will add
gloss fo the paint, especially when wsed on
dark colors, "We recommend it for dark paint
if pows weand that deep, wet look,” Pennington
savs. "W won'l gve you Bhe same bensfit whes
applied to white or light-colored paisd.” Like
owirl resmovers, most polishes cam be applied
by hand o with 3 machine applcator,

The final step s bo peodect the paint by pat-
ting & bamer of wax bebwaen it 2ad the damag-
ing effects of Mother Nature, These days, wanes
tend to Eall into bwo general Bpes: camauba,
the fraditional, matural wax that comes from
palm {reas; and polymer, & synthitic wax that's
formulated fo fighber bolerances than natural
wax bl also lends 1o be 2 lithe more expen-
sive, “Either type wowks om paint of any age,”
Pensinglon says, though be feels the bigh-tech
nature of a modem pofymer wax will peovide A
bester evel of probection.

Peaninglon wea't go 5o far 25 1o say thal
& pobymer wax will |ast longer tham camauba.
s foct, he wams againsd using products. that
make claims of edended longevity, “Them
#re 0o many variables to establish that type
of time frame, from how oftes you wash your
car and what you use to wash it, to where: you
park, and 50 oa” Instead, he recoemmends
establishing a regular waxing schedule “so ywou
knicrw you're-on Bop of i A daily drives could be
waned as few a5 three or fouwr tmes a vear, he
5375, while a hobby car should be waned every
bwo ko three months to keep up its losks

With either type: of wax, it's best ta apply In
thin coats, and then give it ime bo set up and
cure. (therwtse, you won't Be getting the: wax's
full protective: Benefits. Apply wi ta the enlire
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The Shining

car, then, before you wipe i off, test an anea by
wiping it with your finger. If it smears, & hasn't
fially cused yed,

Once you've finkshed these steps, it time
to sep back and admire how great your paint
looks. Then gel ready o keep it that way.

i your car [s black or some ather davk color, Magwlar's Deep Crystal Pofish will give the

“Frequeat car cane i aay car cane,” Pennmsgion
says Between washes,  your car BaT oo
diry, you can ssinkain ®s good looks-with a
wipe-down from an instask-detailer product,
which lubeicates the surface while encapsulat:
ing small dit parficles. If these™s amy contem
that the seriace is too dirty to wips wh the
detailer, it's time to get out the buckets and
s0ap &gain

-
T

palnt » wel, glossy look. The polish also conditions and noovishes the paint,
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A coat of wax will put @ probective
barrigr batwoan pour cav's paint
and any contaminants Madfed
Nature tivows at it, Magwiar's
wanes, wivether the camauba-
hazed Deep Crvstal system or tha
carnauba/ polymer bend found ln
Gold Clags (shown), can be applied
by kand oF with & maching appli-
cator. A% with the swirl ramover,

& migrgliber towel & best ho use
when f's time to wipe off the wax.
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®  “Froquent car
. Care s sasy

T Car cave,” gogs
fhe mantra
af Maguiar's.
Batwean wash-
lng's, you can
keep your car fa
its gleaming con-
dition with a reg-
ular wipe-down
uslng Meguiar’s
Quik Dataller
and 8 migrodbar

fowel.
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Microfiber, teamed here with Magular's
NXT Generation Glass Cleaner, is also
idieal for eleaning windows, as it's far
morg ahgorbent than paper towels and
won't hedve find Defimdl

Cloar plastic parts, such as headlight cov.
ars, can gef scrafched, oo, Meguiinr’s
PlastX Claar Plastic Claaner & Poligh,
wiven appliod with a foam applicador pad,
will remove stalns and scratches.

P
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Aay metal irim pleces should be polished
using a product formelated for the type

of matal bedng cleansd. For example,
chramed exhaust Hps and underhood com-
ponerts can be trested with Magular's Hot
Rims Mﬂ;.&.ﬂ.umnunf;mﬂsh. which was
designed specificaly for chrome-plated
metal and ncoated alominum, T
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